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Figure 1. Tornado intensity regions for the contiguous United States
for exceedance probabilities of 107 per year

Table 1. Design-Basis Tornado Characteristics

Radius of
Maximum maximum
Maximum Translational rotational rotational Pressure Rate of
wind speed speed speed speed drop pressure drop
Region m/s (mph) m/s (mph) m/s (mph) m (ft) mb (psi) mb/s (psi/s)
1 103 (230) 21 (46) 82 (184) 45.7 (150) 83 (1.2) 37 (0.5)
1l 89 (200) 18 (40) 72 (160) 45.7 (150) 63 (0.9) 25 (0.4)
11 72 (160) 14 (32) 57(128) 45.7 (150) 40 (0.6) 13 (0.2)
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